











THE 31ST REPORT OF THE CALIFORNIA BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

With the split of the Eastern from the Western Yellow Wagtail (M. flava) in 2004
(Banks et al. 2004), the CBRC was faced with a new and intractable identification issue.
Motacilla tschutschensis now comprises subspecies tschutschensis and simillima
(Banks et al. 2004). Alstrém and Mild (2003) subsumed M. t. simillima (recognized by
Gibson and Kessel 1997) in tschutschensis and included M. t. taivana (not specifically
discussed by Banks et al. 2004) as a subspecies of the Eastern. These three subspe-
cies of Eastern include plexa, angarensis, and zaissanensis as synonyms (Banks et
al. 2004), though others have synonymized plexa with thunbergi (a subspecies of
the Western Yellow Wagtail). In Alaska, tschutschensis is the common breeder, while
simillima is an uncommon migrant on the w Aleutians (Gibson and Kessel 1997,
Heindel 1999, T. G. Tobish pers. comm.), a rare to casual spring migrant on the
Pribilof Islands (G. Beiber pers. comm.), and casual on St. Lawrence I. In lack of a
specimen, neither subspecies has been identified conclusively in North America outside
of Alaska (Heindel 1999).

Heindel investigated these wagtails’ identification. While adults in breeding plumage
should be identifiable to species and subspecies (see Alstrém and Mild 2003), winter
adults and immatures are far more difficult to identify. The 14 California records to
date are in the fall (27 Aug—21 Sep) and all apparently pertain to first-fall birds, which
cannot be reliably identified to species, in many cases even with a specimen. California
records have primarily been of grayish birds with white breasts, a pattern that Alstrém
and Mild (2003) noted can occur in all subspecies but is common only in beema and
feldegg within the Western Yellow Wagtail and tschutschensis (including simillima)
and taivana within the Eastern Yellow Wagtail. The prominent supercilium shown by

Figure 11. All Yellow Wagtails recorded in California have resembled this bird with its
prominent supercilium, grayish body plumage, and whitish breast—features consistent
with the expected Eastern Yellow Wagtail (Motacilla tschutschensis). Although some
subspecies of the Western Yellow Wagtail (Motacilla flava) are indistinguishable in the
corresponding plumage from birds such as this one, since the 2004 split the CBRC has
been content to consider California records to pertain to the geographically probable
Eastern Yellow Wagtail. Photographed 17 September 2005 at MacKerricher State
Park, Mendocino County.

Photo by Ron LeValley
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California birds further helps to eliminate other subspecies, including thunbergi. How-
ever, while all California records are consistent with the Eastern (either tschutschensis
or simillima), none can eliminate the Western conclusively. The committee informally
follows Alstrém and Mild (2003) as the authority on this genus, and their repeated
statements cautioning uncertainties in the identification of birds in this complex leads
us to take a conservative approach.

At its 2006 annual meeting the committee voted to provisionally consider all ac-
cepted California yellow wagtails to be the Eastern, given that species’ abundance in
Alaska, the lack of records of the Western from North America (Banks et al. 2004),
and these birds’ almost exclusively west-coast pattern of vagrancy: single accepted
records of the Yellow Wagtail (sensu lato) from Alabama (29 Sep 2003; N. Am.
Birds 58:92, McConnell 2006, Duncan and Duncan 2006) and Nevada (Cressman
et al. 1988) are the sole exceptions.

SPRAGUE'S PIPIT Anthus spragueii (84, 6). This species was again found in
various farm fields between Calipatria and Niland, IMP. Accepted records from this
area are of three on 19 Feb 2005 (RST; MB; 2005-052), one 13 Nov-10 Dec 2005
(GMcC; 2005-155), and one on 20 Dec 2005 (TaEt; GMcC; 2005-197). As discussed
by San Miguel and McGrath (2005) and Cole et al. (2006), Sprague’s Pipit is now
known to be regular in fields of Bermuda Grass (Cynodon dactylon) in the Imperial
Valley. Although the committee has not accepted any Imperial Valley Sprague’s Pipits
as returning birds, it seems likely that some records pertain to returnees. One on Santa
Barbara ., SBA, 24 Sep 2005 (NL; 2005-130) was early but seen well both in flight
and on the ground and gave diagnostic call notes. One at Goleta, SBA, 21-22 Sep
1984 (1984-242, Dunn 1988) represents the only other record before October. See
also records not accepted, identification not established.

BLUE-WINGED WARBLER Vermivora pinus (38, 3). One at Furnace Cr. Ranch,
Death Valley National Park, INY, 30 May 2004 (ToE, KNN; 2004-089) was accepted
9-1 after three rounds of circulation; the lone detractor was concerned over the brevity
of the observation and less than complete details. A one-year-old female was banded
near Hayfork, TRI, 7 Jul 2005 (LOMft, JRt; 2005-093), and a male was at Mt.
Davidson, SF, 10 Sep 2005 (MDB, DA; 2005-112). The bird in Trinity County was
in wing molt, and its fresh greater coverts were tipped with yellow-whitish. Although
yellowish wingbars can be a sign of hybridization with the Golden-winged Warbler (V.
chrysoptera), some apparently pure Blue-winged Warblers share this feature (Dunn
and Garrett 1997). This bird had no other signs of hybridization with the Golden-
winged, and the record was accepted unanimously on its first round.

GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER Vermivora chrysoptera (68, 1). A male at DeFor-
est Park, Long Beach, LA, 28-29 May 2005 (KGL; DBet, KLG; 2005-067) was
the first recorded since 2002. Declines in this species have continued throughout its
range, and its frequency in California appears to be decreasing concordantly.

YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER Dendroica dominica (108, 3). A singing male
D. d. albilora was at Bishop, INY, 17 Jun 2005 (D&JP; CH, JLD; 2005-077). One
at Lebec, KER, 26 Apr 2005 (WW; 2005-058) was early and at a location not known
for vagrants, while another early one at Butterbredt Spring, KER, 17 Apr 2005 (RHu;
2005-068) was at a more typical location and identifiable as the expected subspecies
albilora. See also records not accepted, identification not established.

GRACE’'S WARBLER Dendroica graciae (48, 4). Four Grace’s Warblers converged
on Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery, Pt. Loma, SD, over the winter of 2005-06. A
returning adult male was back for his fifth winter 18 Sep 2005-12 Mar 2006 (GMcC;
MTHTt, VM+t; 2005-119), and an adult female returned for her third winter 20 Sep
2005-15 Apr 2006 (GMcC, MTHY; PAG; 2005-125). New birds included a female
22 Sep 2005-12 Mar 2006 (WTH; MTHt; 2005-146) and a male present at least
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12 Nov 2005 (MTH*; 2005-165). A color photo of 2005-125 was published in
N. Am. Birds 60:176. A Grace’s at Del Mar, SD, 22 Dec 2005 (MJB; 2005-211)
was judged to be the same bird present in the winters of 2001-02 and 2002-03
(Garrett and Wilson 2003, San Miguel and McGrath 2005). Another at Torrey Pines
State Reserve, near Del Mar, SD, 29 Sep 2005 (GBG; 2005-128) was presumably
a fall migrant rather than a wintering bird. A singing male was at Charlton Flat, San
Gabriel Mts., LA, 13-14 May 2005 (DK, JFa; SSt; 2005-059). See also records not
accepted, identification not established.

PINE WARBLER Dendroica pinus (73, 2). One fairly bright bird at Mile Square
Park, Fountain Valley, ORA, 17-18 Nov 1998 (JEP; 2006-041) was first submitted
to the committee in 2006. A male at El Dorado Park, Long Beach, LA, 2 Jan—-3 Mar
2005 (KSGt; Od, MSanMt; 2005-001) was thought possibly to be a returning bird;
this park has hosted Pine Warblers over the past several winters.

WORM-EATING WARBLER Helmitheros vermivorum (101, 2). One at Santa
Barbara Cemetery, Montecito, SBA, 2 Jan-15 Mar 2005 (BKH; DMC, PAGa, JMGT,
MJI, OJ; 2005-024) was found on the local Christmas Bird Count; its photo is in
N. Am. Birds 59:326. Another along Carpinteria Cr., Carpinteria, SBA, 25 Aug
2005 (RAH; JLD; 2005-108) was discovered during the American Ornithologists’
Union conference.

CONNECTICUT WARBLER Oporornis agilis (100, 5). At Southeast Farallon I.,
SF, one in its first fall was banded 3 Sep 2005 (BKHt; MB; 2005-205), one was
seen 14 Sep 2005 (MB; 2005-206), and one was banded 22 Sep 2005 (MB; BKHT;
2005-207). Southeast Farallon I. claims over 50% of California’s records. One first-fall
female banded near Bolinas, MRN, 7 Sep 2005 (DiH, LJt; 2006-046) was on the
mainland adjacent to the Farallones. Inland, one at Inyokern, KER, 19-20 Sep 2000
(SSt; 2005-168) was described well and seen walking— behavior diagnostic within the
genus Oporornis. See also records not accepted, identification not established.

MOURNING WARBLER Oporornis philadelphia (130, 3). At Southeast Faral-
lon ., SF, a first-fall female was banded 7 Sep 2005 (MB¥; 2005-208) and another
individual in its first fall was seen 9 Sep 2005 (MB; 2005-209). Despite being well
past the species’ September peak, one at Sand Dune Park, Manhattan Beach, LA,
24-25 Oct 2005 (DBe; KGL; 2005-178) was seen and heard calling, eliminating
MacGillivray’s Warbler (O. tolmiei), and was accepted on the first round. See also
records not accepted, identification not established.

RED-FACED WARBLER Cardellina rubrifrons (20, 6). Six Red-faced Warblers in
2005 made a record-high annual total. The first were two singing males (one heard
only) on Clark Mt., SBE, 29 May 2005 (CCt; 2005-065), a location where the species
has summered once before. Another singing male at William Heise County Park, near
dJulian, SD, 6-12 Aug 2005 (MJBt, PAG, AEK, OJt, GMcC, MSt, SES, RST; 2005-
098) may have summered at this location; a photo is in N. Am. Birds 59:692. Three
other individuals were more likely fall migrants, including one in a yard at El Segundo,
LA, 22 Aug 2005 (J&KD¥; 2005-120), one at Del Valle Regional Park, ALA, 11 Sep
2005 (SH; 2005-114), and one in its first fall at Canyon Park, Costa Mesa, ORA,
14-15 Sep 2005 (RAH; RCt, PCt, JLD, MJIt; 2005-166). The Alameda County
sighting was especially noteworthy for being so far north. The record for Orange
County was the first for that small but intensely birded county. The birds in San Diego,
Alameda, and Orange counties seemed to prefer live oaks (Quercus sp.).

SCARLET TANAGER Piranga olivacea (134, 3). One female at Banning Park,
Wilmington, LA, 12-13 Nov 2005 (TEW; KGL, MMT+; 2005-159) and one at the
South Coast Botanical Garden, Palos Verdes Peninsula, LA, 13 Nov 2005 (KGL;
2005-179) were within the species’ expected fall peak (mid-October-mid-November).
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A singing male at Mason Regional Park, ORA, 11 Jun 2005 (DLt; 2005-091) was
clearly an adult by virtue of its all black wings; it made only California’s second spring
record of an adult male. One-year-old males are far more expected in California in
spring and are easily aged by the brownish cast to their primaries and secondaries.
See also records not accepted, identification not established.

CASSIN’S SPARROW Aimophila cassinii (47, 1). A singing male near the intersec-
tions of Latrobe Rd. and Michigan Bar Rd. in Deer Cr. Hills Preserve, SAC, 21-30
May 2005 (EPa; SAt, KB, RHat, EDGt, JCS§, MJM, JMt, DEQTt, SRt; 2005-061)
was a first for the Central Valley and the northernmost for California in spring. Other
northern California records are split between spring and fall and have hailed primarily
from Southeast Farallon I. (12), but there are two coastal records (Marin and Humboldt
counties) and a June 1984 record from Mono County (Dunn 1988).

Pandolfino (2005) discussed the Sacramento County bird in more depth and
noted that a wet spring may have contributed to lusher conditions favored by Cas-
sin’s Sparrow—previous years that have been good for it in California have also had
above-average rainfall (e.g., 1978). There are no subspecies recognized in Cassin’s
Sparrow, but the songs of the Arizona and Texas populations differ on average, as
discussed by Borror (1971); Pandolfino (2005) believed that the song suggested that
the Sacramento bird may have come from the Texas population.

FIELD SPARROW Spizella pusilla (8, 1). A singing male at Blue L., HUM, 11-17
Jul 2005 (KB; RFot, KR; 2005-085) was extensively gray, consistent with the more
westerly S. p. arenacea, which has probably accounted for all other California records.
For the seven days of its stay it held a territory on a brushy gravel bar adjacent to the
Mad R. vegetated primarily with willows (Salix spp.) . It was the first Field Sparrow
recorded as singing in California, although there is one prior midsummer record, of
one banded on Southeast Farallon I., SF, 17 Jun-9 Jul 1969 (Roberson 1986). The
other six previous California records range in date from 16 October to 12 April, and
the four Arizona records range from 14 Oct to 2 Mar (Rosenberg and Witzeman
1999, Rosenberg, 2001, Arizona Bird Committee data).

LE CONTE’S SPARROW Ammodramus leconteii (33, 1). One at China Ranch,
INY, 11 Oct 2005 (JEP; 2005-148) showed no signs of immaturity. While many first-
fall Le Conte’s Sparrows still retain some juvenal plumage by this date, others molt
early and may be in full first basic plumage (safely aged only by skull pneumatization
or condition of the ovary) as early as 11 October (Pyle and Sibley 1992, Pyle 1997),
such as ones on Southeast Farallon 1., SF, 13 Oct 1970 (Dunn 1988) and 11-12
Oct 1986 (Langham 1991, Pyle and Sibley 1992).

*NELSON’S SHARP-TAILED SPARROW Ammodramus nelsoni (30**, 2). We
located two old specimens, photographing them for the committee’s files. One in its
first fall collected at Seaside, MTY, 18 Oct 1921 (MHY; #FMNH 167975; 2005-144)
is in poor condition but still clearly identifiable. One adult at Milpitas, SCL, 6 May
1891 (JDt, MJIt, Barlow 1900; #USNM 120310; 2005-143) was the type specimen
for Ammodramus caudacutus becki (Ridgway 1891). This name was synonymized
by Dwight (1896), who correctly identified the specimen as A. n. nelsoni, the only
subspecies of Sharp-tailed Sparrow known from California. Barlow (1900) reported
the bird as a male, but the specimen tags do not identify its sex. The committee
reviews records of Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow through 1986.

SMITH’S LONGSPUR Calcarius pictus (7, 1). A male with a large flock of long-
spurs near the Calipatria State Prison, IMP, 20 Dec 2005-17 Feb 2006 (ToE; TRC,
JLD, RFot, Od, KHL, CAM, GMcC, BMt, RJN, D&JP, SSt, DVP; 2005-196) had
its photo published in N. Am. Birds 60:286. Most previous California records are of
fall migrants (14 Sep-31 Oct), either inland (2 records) or along the coast (3 records),
but there is precedent for wintering in the Salton Sink: one near Calipatria 31 Dec
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2001-12 Feb 2002 (Garrett and Wilson 2003). In addition to the one Smith’s, the
flock in 2005-06 contained up to 15 McCown’s (C. mccownii), 25 Lapland (C. lap-
ponicus), and 300 Chestnut-collared (C. ornatus) longspurs (N. Am. Birds 60:286),
as well as a large number of Horned Larks (Eremophila alpestris).

SNOW BUNTING Plectrophenax nivalis (109, 4). A small flock on the spit of Big
Lagoon, HUM, 12 Dec 2005-9 Feb 2006 included three on 12 Dec, two on 19 Jan,
and one on 9 Feb (TWLT; 2006-029). One at San Clemente 1., LA, was photographed
3-14 Nov 2004 (JMMT; 2005-004) in the precise area where one was observed 15
Nov 2003-27 Feb 2004 (2004-013; San Miguel and McGrath 2005). Record 2005-
004 circulated twice through the committee for consideration of the possibility that
the two records referred to the same bird. Despite the excellent photos, the bird’s
age could not be determined with certainty, although some members thought it was
most likely in its first fall. After two rounds the committee concluded it was more
likely a different bird, citing this species’ lack of winter site-fidelity, the tentative age
as young, and the six records for the nw Hawaiian Is. (R. Pyle pers. comm). The lone
dissenter felt that the unprecedented nature of the record and the fact that a first-fall
male had successfully wintered the previous year tipped the scale towards a returning
bird. Other than those on San Clemente 1., just one Snow Bunting has occurred south
of Monterey and Inyo counties: one at Kelso Valley, KER, 23-27 Dec 1978 (Luther
et al. 1983). See also records not accepted, identification not established.

PYRRHULOXIA Cardinalis sinuatus (23, 1). A female at Fairview Developmental
Center, Costa Mesa, ORA, 7 Feb—13 Mar 1999 (JM, JDW+t; 1999-078A) had previ-
ously been considered “not accepted, identification accepted but natural occurrence
questionable” (Garrett and Wilson 2003). It was re-reviewed and accepted in light of
the species’ emerging pattern of vagrancy, summarized by Patten (2006) shortly after
acceptance of this record. After three rounds, two members continued to question the
bird’s natural occurrence, noting that it had an abraded tail with a broken rectrix, that
the species has been found in small numbers in Mexican markets (Hamilton 2001),
that the location was a suburb with poor habitat for the species and a sizable Latin-
American population which may keep wild-caught cagebirds, and that the winter date
is not consistent with other CBRC-accepted coastal records. Supporters of vagrancy
pointed to increasing evidence for the Pyrrhuloxia’s dispersal north of its normal range
in Texas and on the Great Plains (primarily spring and winter; Lockwood and Freeman
2004, Patten 2006) and the pattern of winter dispersal away from breeding areas in
Mexico, Arizona, and New Mexico (Monson and Phillips 1981, Patten 2006).

*PAINTED BUNTING Passerina ciris (107, 1). One female at a feeder in Arcata,
HUM, 11-15 Dec 2004 (KRt; 2004-215) inspired two rounds of debate over its
natural occurrence. The bird’s being an adult (according to P. Pyle), 11 days later
than the latest previously accepted record, so far to the north, and at a feeder were
causes of concern for some members. But the majority responded that December
was within the expected fall window for many other passerines (e.g., Scarlet Tana-
ger) and that the Painted Bunting should not be treated differently. Some members
believed that the north-coast locale strengthened the record (being away from urban
centers of southern and central California), and others pointed out the species’ well-
established pattern of winter vagrancy along the east coast, which involves primarily
birds found at feeders (see Mlodinow and Hamilton 2005). The committee reviews
Painted Buntings through 2004.

COMMON GRACKLE Quiscalus quiscula (72, 3). One male at the rest area on
Interstate 80 w of American Canyon Rd. near Vallejo, SOL, 10 Oct 2004 (DBrf;
2004-161) was earlier than most records. Another male in a flock of blackbirds near
Cuesta College, San Luis Obispo, SLO, 27 Nov-22 Dec 2005 (TME, DMLY, CAM,
GPSTt, BKS, DVP, RST+; 2005-164) was the first for San Luis Obispo County. One

189



THE 31ST REPORT OF THE CALIFORNIA BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

female was in the Tijuana R. valley, SD, 17 Dec 2005-26 Feb 2006 (GMcC; TABT,
TRC, MUEt, PAG, MTHT, LaH, OJt, CAM, DP, MSt, MSanM, MBS+, LSTt; 2005-
190), only San Diego County’s fifth. A photo of the San Diego bird is published in N.
Am. Birds 60:284. Like all Common Grackles in California to date, all three of these
appeared to be of the more westerly subspecies, Q. q. versicolor (Bronzed Grackle).

BLACK ROSY-FINCH Leucosticte atrata (13, 1). A female collected at Westgard
Pass, INY, 11 Nov 1972 (EAC#, SWC#; GBY; #SBCM 38139; 2006-018) was
reviewed in 2006. The specimen’s label notes that an adult male Black Rosy-Finch
was observed in the same flock on the same date, but there is no documentation, and
the committee did not review this report. See also records not accepted, identification
not established.

COMMON REDPOLL Carduelis flammea (77, 1). A dull-plumaged bird among a
flock of American Goldfinches (C. tristis) at the Dakin Unit of Honey L. W. A., LAS,
4 Jan 2005 (TMa; 2005-009) was beautifully sketched, eliminating the possibility of
the improbable Hoary Redpoll (C. hornemanni).

RECORDS UPGRADED FROM
STATISTICALLY ACCEPTED TO ACCEPTED

EMPEROR GOOSE Chen canagica (83, 0). Eight specimens that had previ-
ously been statistically accepted (Cole et al. 2006) were located and photographed
by Cole and are thus upgraded from statistically accepted to fully endorsed by the
committee:

First-fall male, Colusa, COL, Nov 1912 (no exact date; LWCt, Bryant 1914;
#MVZ 24508; 2004-504)

First-fall, sex undetermined, Rio Vista, SOL, ca. 1921 (LWCt; #MVZ 59137,
2004-509)

First-spring, sex undetermined, Humboldt Bay, HUM, 1 Mar 1925 (LWC+, Grinnell
1931, Zerlang and Fraser 1931; #MVZ 52036; 2004-510)

First-fall, sex undetermined, Humboldt Bay, HUM, 3 Dec 1927 (LWCt; #MVZ
57187; 2004-512)

First-fall, sex undetermined, Limantour, MRN, 13 Dec 1928 (LWCt, Orr 1944;
#CAS 43715; 2004-514)

First-fall, sex undetermined, near McArthur, SHA, 20 Jan 1930 (LWC, Grinnell
1931, Grinnell and Miller 1944; #MVZ 54483; 2004-515)

First-fall male, Humboldt Bay, HUM, 27 Jan 1933 (LWCTt; #MVZ 71275; 2004-
517)

One, sex undetermined, Willows, GLE, 20 Dec 1932 (LWC, Beck 1934; #MVZ
63663; 2004-518). Grinnell and Miller (1944) erroneously listed the date as 20 Dec
1933.

PIPING PLOVER Charadrius melodus (3, 0). The submission of a photo taken 10
Apr 1972 upgrades the record of a Piping Plover returning to Goleta, SBA, for the
second of its three winters, 16 Dec 1971-22 Apr 1972 (BKSt; 2004-531), from sta-
tistically accepted to accepted. A published photo appears in Am. Birds 26:525.

SKY LARK Alauda arvensis (1, 0). One at Pt. Reyes, MRN, 31 Oct 1982-29
Jan 1983 (AGT; 2004-546) had previously been statistically accepted (Cole et al.
2006) but was fully accepted by the CBRC with the submission of a photo taken 11
Nov 1982. This individual, consistent with the migratory A. a. pekinensis, returned
for seven consecutive winters from 1978-79 through 1984-85 and was discussed
in detail by Morlan and Erickson (1983).
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RECORDS NOT ACCEPTED, IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED

TRUMPETER SWAN Cygnus buccinator. Three on Nicasio Reservoir, MRN, 6-26
Feb 2005 (2005-033) were believed by most of the committee to be Tundra Swans
(C. columbianus). One flying overhead with Tundra Swans at Sacramento, SAC, 13
Nov 2005 (2005-154) was glimpsed in the moonlight and identified solely by call.
Most members were uncomfortable with the identification of a night flyover by call
alone, and some members commented that even if the identification was correct, the
lack of a clear sighting does not eliminate the possibility of a neck-ringed bird from
an introduced population not yet established.

WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus. A swan with extensive yellow on the bill at the
Lower Klamath N.W.R., SIS, 7 Feb-13 Mar 2004 (2005-023), and a similar or the
same swan there 28 Nov 2004-6 Mar 2005 (2006-079), appeared to be too small
for the Whooper, suggesting it may have been a hybrid Whooper x Tundra Swan (C.
columbianus), or possibly a Bewick’s Swan (C. columbianus bewickii). Additional
and more detailed documentation would have been most helpful.

GARGANEY Anas querquedula. One female reported from Humboldt Bay N.-W.R.
at the s end of Humboldt Bay, HUM, 4-6 May 2004 (2004-063) generated three
rounds of debate. Observers arriving the next day found a Green-winged Teal (A.
crecca), which caused considerable confusion. Although the original observers were
experienced, the committee was concerned that the bird was not photographed and
that several Green-winged Teals have been misidentified recently as the Garganey.

YELLOW-BILLED LOON Gavia adamsii. Although this species reaches California
annually and is usually a straightforward identification if seen well, the committee still
requires a description that covers the key identification features. Three reports were
rejected for not meeting these criteria, of single birds at Morro Bay, SLO, 16 Jan
2005 (2005-007), Fields Landing on Humboldt Bay, HUM, 9 Feb 2005 (2005-029),
and Pt. Piedras Blancas, SLO, 17-19 May 2005 (2005-078).

SOLANDER'’S PETREL Pterodroma solandri. A Pterodroma photographed at
40.02° N, 128.01° W, 173 n. miles w of Cape Mendocino, HUM, 9 Aug 2005
(2005-104), not 8 Aug as published (N. Am. Birds 60:134), may have been this
species but received only one vote for acceptance. The one committee member
supporting the identification was also the reporting observer and acknowledged that
some of the members’ problems with the identification were insurmountable with
current knowledge. Pyle (2006) published a photo and brief discussion. The bird
appeared broad-winged and thick-set in the field and showed extensive white on the
face extending above the bill, characters favoring Solander’s over Murphy’s Petrel
(P ultima) or other dark Pacific species of Pterodroma. The majority of the commit-
tee believed that the photos were too distant to confirm the identification, especially
since this bird did not show the bold white crescents on the under-primary coverts
or obvious hooded effect typical of most Solander’s. However, Pyle (2006) noted
that these characters may vary with age and the California record may pertain to a
subadult Solander’s. Although some early sightings of dark Pterodroma petrels off
California were reported as Solander’s (see Bailey et al. 1989), the species remains
unconfirmed for North America (AOU 1998). However, 12-18 were seen and photo-
graphed within 180 n. miles of Alaskan waters on 23 Sep 2006 (lliff, T. G. Tobish
et al., unpubl. data), and others have been suspected but not conclusively identified
within North American waters (M. Force pers. comm.). Solander’s Petrel is a species
to be watched for off California.

PARKINSON'’S PETREL Procellaria parkinsoni. One seen briefly at dawn by at
least three participants on an organized long-range pelagic trip off southern Califor-
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nia at 32° 00' N, 120° 30' W, off Santa Barbara I., SBA, 8 Sep 2005 (2005-217)
received no support.

BULWER'’S PETREL Bulweria bulwerii. A bird identified as this species was seen
30 miles s of San Clemente 1., LA, 4 Sep 2003 (2003-169). The accounts and de-
scriptions by three observers were reviewed by 14 members as it circulated through
the committee four times between March 2004 and August 2006. The bird was seen
for about one minute late on the first day of a multi-day deepwater pelagic trip by
the Searcher. Observers with extensive experience with both Bulwer’s and Jouanin’s
(B. fallax) Petrels were solicited for opinions; respondents replied that the two can
be distinguished readily and that the described size and manner of flight of the bird
reported 4 Sep 2003 better matched those of Bulwer’s. Support for the record was
strong, and, even in the end, the two members declining support believed the bird
was probably a Bulwer’s Petrel. Both, however, believed the level of documentation
was inadequate to support the second record for the western United States. The only
prior record for California is of one in Monterey Bay, MTY, 26 Jul 1998 (1998-119;
Erickson and Hamilton 2001).

BROWN BOOBY Sula leucogaster. Although the Brown Booby has occurred
annually on Southeast Farallon I., SF, over recent years, the report of one there 14
Sep 2004 (2004-191) did not meet the committee’s level for acceptable documenta-
tion.

YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON Nyctanassa violacea. An immature seen
only in flight at Terrace Pt., SCZ, 19 Jun 2005 (2005-095) failed to gain any com-
mittee support.

GLOSSY IBIS Plegadis falcinellus. A Plegadis about 7 miles wnw of Calipatria,
IMP, 8 Jul 2000 (2003-205) was not accepted as a Glossy; ibis identification is difficult
unless one has excellent views of a bird in alternate plumage. We ask that observers
use caution in identifying ibises and note, if possible, the bird’s age, state of molt,
and soft-part coloration.

COMMON BLACK-HAWK Buteogallus anthracinus. With the acceptance of a
Common Black-Hawk near Santa Rosa, SON, through the summer of 2005 (see
above) and the rumored presence of this same bird there in previous summers, the
committee took a second look at the documentation for one reported from Santa
Rosa on 14 Oct 2000 (2000-156A), previously reviewed as 2000-156 (McKee and
Erickson 2002). The record received some support, but the majority of the members
still found the documentation inadequate to eliminate the possibility of a Zone-tailed
Hawk (B. albonotatus), especially since the described descending call seemed to fit that
species better. One near Blythe, RIV, 22-25 Jan 2005 (2005-011) was described as
feeding on the edges of pools of water in a streambed, consistent with a black-hawk.
It received some support from the committee, but most members believed that the
photos more closely resembled a Buteo, possibly a Zone-tailed Hawk. One reported
near Barnwell in the East Mojave Preserve, SBE, 21 May 2005 (2005-066) received
no support from the committee.

CRESTED CARACARA Caracara cheriway. One over El Centro, IMP, 9 Nov
2005 (2005-151) received considerable support from the committee but failed on
the third round because the bird was seen only briefly, in flight, and its wings were
described as being held in a dihedral. Although El Centro would be a perfect spot for
a vagrant caracara, more complete details were needed.

GYRFALCON Falco rusticolus. One reported from Honey L. W. A., LAS, 7 Feb
2005 (2005-027) generated considerable discussion. The committee was split, as
many of the features described did sound correct for this species, but the details fell
short of what the majority of members required for such a rarity.
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AMERICAN GOLDEN-PLOVER Pluvialis dominica. A golden-plover photo-
graphed in Castroville, MTY, 20 Oct 2005 (2005-145) was clearly an adult and
believed by most of the committee to be a Pacific (P. fulva). The American was
added to the CBRC'’s review list because many members believed that some Pacifics
were being misidentified and published as Americans, distorting the true status of the
American in California. The committee is not aware of any adult American Golden-
Plover adequately documented in California in fall migration.

COMMON GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia. The committee had previously re-
viewed and not accepted the report of one in Chico, BUT, 1 Dec 1993 (1995-004A)
(Erickson and Terrill 1996). Since it has recently accepted this species (2001-137,
2002-174; Garrett and Wilson 2003, Cole and McCaskie 2004), it gave the report
from Chico a second review. While they found the report intriguing, most members
still believed there was not enough detail to support what would be the first record
for California and the contiguous 48 states.

ICELAND GULL Larus glaucoides. A pale first-winter gull reported by a single
observer near Mountain View, SCL, during the Palo Alto Christmas Bird Count of 17
Dec 2001 (2003-087) and a similarly plumaged gull at the Salinas R. mouth, MTY,
18 Jan 2003 (2003-088) may both have been Iceland Gulls, but the documentation
was inadequate to eliminate pale Thayer’s Gulls (L. thayeri) or, with the bird near
Mountain View, even a leucistic gull of another species.

LONG-BILLED MURRELET Brachyramphus perdix. A report from Waddell
Bluffs, SCZ, 19-25 Aug (2003-151) received considerable support but was not ac-
cepted. Although the Long-billed Murrelet seems to be appearing with some regularity
off the n California coast from July to October, the committee has been conservative
about endorsing records since juvenile Marbled Murrelets (B. marmoratus), Common
Murres (Uria aalge), or Pigeon Guillemots (Cepphus columba) may present problems
for birds not seen well or for birders inexperienced with alcids.

SNOWY OWL Bubo scandiacus. One at Sunnyvale, SCL, 4-5 Jan 1974 (2005-
030) was documented only with a very brief description composed decades after
the observation. While the committee was pleased to have documentation on file
for this record, and while 1973-74 was an invasion year for the Snowy Owl (over
35 accepted records), the record failed primarily because of the lack of a complete,
contemporary description of the bird.

YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER Empidonax flaviventris. The report of
one at the fish docks, Pt. Reyes, MRN, 2-10 Oct 2004 (2004-153) received only
minimal support. Call notes heard on 2 October were reportedly consistent with the
Yellow-bellied, but a video taped that day was of quality insufficient to confirm the
identification. Some photos taken 3 Oct 2004 show a bright Hammond’s Flycatcher
(E. hammondi), while others show a bird more consistent with a Pacific-slope Fly-
catcher (E. difficilis). In the end, the original observers retracted the 2 Oct sighting,
since it was clear that much confusion surrounded this record. Another first-fall
Empidonax banded, measured, and photographed in hand at Starr Ranch Audubon
Sanctuary, ORA, 18 Oct 2005 (2005-213) was especially intriguing (Figure 12).
Almost all members commented that it looked perfect for the Yellow-bellied, with
a complete narrow yellow-tinged eye ring, bright yellow throat and upper breast,
rounded head, and very blackish wings contrasting sharply with the wingbars and
wing edging. It probably would have been accepted as a Yellow-bellied had the bird
not been measured—the reported measurements included a wing chord of 63 mm,
tail length of 56 mm, longest secondary 54 mm, and primary 6 of 58 mm. From
measurements in Pyle (1997), the wing chord falls in the overlap zone between the
Yellow-bellied and Western (E. difficilis/occidentalis), the difference between the
longest primary and primary 6 rules the Yellow-bellied in and rules the Western out,
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Figure 12. Most of the committee agreed that this bird, banded 18 October 2005 at
Starr Ranch Audubon Sanctuary, Orange County, showed the classic field marks of a
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (Empidonax flaviventris). Measurements were inconsistent
with that species, however, and no member was comfortable endorsing a record of
an Empidonax with inconsistent measurements.

Photo by Becky Stewart

and the tail is only 1 mm longer than the extreme for Yellow-bellied, but wing length
minus tail length (7 mm) strongly favors the Western (6—15 mm) over the Yellow-bellied
(12-19 mm). Unfortunately no other measurements were taken (bill length and width
and primary 10 minus primary 6 would have been helpful). In the end no committee
member could support the identification with measurements outside of the range of
the Yellow-bellied, and members suggested that this bird may have been measured
improperly, a very problematical Western (demanding extreme caution for a silent
bird identified in the field), or possibly even a hybrid from the contact zone in western
Canada. As always, the committee stresses that reports of vagrant Empidonax need
extreme detail, including description of voice, age, primary spacing, general appear-
ance, overall coloration, and behavior.

DUSKY-CAPPED FLYCATCHER Myiarchus tuberculifer. The call described for
one at El Dorado Nature Center, Long Beach, LA, 20 Dec 2004 (2005-037) left
doubt among several committee members, and the brief description provided little
additional support.

WHITE-EYED VIREO Vireo griseus. One reported from Montafia de Oro camp-
ground, SLO, 24 Sep 2005 (2005-127) was seen briefly, described incompletely,
and received only minimal support from the committee.
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BLUE-HEADED VIREO Vireo solitarius. The report of one at Owl Canyon, Bo-
dega Bay, SON, 24 Sep 1999 (2005-166) met with little support. Unusually bright
Cassin’s Vireos (V. cassinii) are a source of concern for the committee, and reports
of the Blue-headed that do not note the bright white throat, head—back contrast, and
tail pattern do not fare well.

YELLOW-GREEN VIREO Vireo flavoviridis. One at Boulder Oaks, SD, 6 Sep
2004 (2004-131) was atypically far inland, would tie the earliest date for California,
and would have been one of only four prior to 20 September. The description mentions
a “dark” eye, does not describe the yellow extending onto the sides of the neck, and
does not stress heft or bill size. Most committee members were concerned that the
Red-eyed (V. olivaceus) and a bright Warbling (V. gilvus) were not fully eliminated by
the description. Supporters of the record noted that the submitted sketch was a good
facsimile of the claimed species and that the noting of a pink base to the mandible, a
little-known field mark, indicated the identification was likely correct.

VEERY Catharus fuscescens. The report of one silent individual at the fish docks,
Pt. Reyes, MRN, 1 Oct 2004 (2004-151) failed after three rounds of circulation.
It consisted of written descriptions and many photos, but most discussion centered
on the photos. Detractors believed the photos showed a Russet-backed Swainson’s
Thrush (C. u. ustulatus group of subspecies),particularly because of the appearance
of a complete, bold, buffy eye ring in the majority of the photos. Also disfavoring the
Veery, the flanks seemed brownish, the breast spotting seemed too dark, the back
color was not rich enough, the eye ring seemed too bold, there was too much wing
contrast, and there was the suggestion of a buff half collar. Even if the pictures were
off, they opined, evidence to support the identification was insufficient. At least two
members, one of whom had seen the bird in the field, strongly believed that the bird
had been identified correctly, citing the descriptions that mentioned the gray flanks
and minimal breast spotting. Furthermore, they stated that pictures were taken with
an inadequate camera and looked different on various monitors; they disagreed that
the marks supported the identification as a Swainson’s. A point on which all members
could agree is the difficulty in assessing some records of the genus Catharus, and
particularly with the duller, western race of the Veery (C. f. salicicola). More discussion
with photos can be found at http://fog.ccsf.edu/~jmorlan/veer100104.htm.

SPRAGUE'S PIPIT Anthus spragueii. A reported Sprague’s Pipit flying over
Twin Peaks, SF, 30 Sep 2005 (2005-149) was heard calling and studied in flight, but
the circumstances of the record provided little opportunity for committee support,
especially for an occurrence well to the north in California and on the early end of
the species’ fall window of vagrancy.

YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER Dendroica dominica. One at Fallbrook, SD,
20 Sep 2005 (2005-124) was seen briefly, was described incompletely and found
very little committee support.

GRACE’S WARBLER Dendroica graciae. One at Buckhorn Campground, San
Gabriel Mts., LA, 25 Nov 2005 (2005-215) would be only the second montane
winter record for California following one at Chilao, LA, 22 Oct 1995-10 Mar 1996
(1996-030; Garrett and Singer 1998). Although the description was largely consistent
with Grace’s Warbler and received some support, no wing bars were noted, and the
majority of the CBRC did not accept the identification.

CONNECTICUT WARBLER Oporornis agilis. One described from Golden Gate
Park, San Francisco, SF, 9 Oct 2005 (2005-140) received a split vote but failed on
its second round. The description was mostly consistent with the Connecticut, but the
description of pale wing edging and bright yellow undertail coverts concerned some
members; the bird was never photographed and never seen walking, both of which
would have helped to confirm the identification.
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MOURNING WARBLER Oporornis philadelphia. The report of a first-fall male
at Wilson Cove, San Clemente I., LA, 13 Oct 2003 (2004-012) received nearly
unanimous support on its first round but ultimately failed 2-8 in its third round. A
single photo was of little use to identification, so committee members focused on the
description. Some detractors thought that a Nashville Warbler (Vermivora ruficapilla)
may have been involved, partly because the bird was described as smaller and slimmer
than the nearby Yellow Warblers (Dendroica petechia) and its head was described
as gray. The relatively late date was a concern for others. The two supporters of the
record stressed that the call was described as “tchich,” utterly unlike the “pink” note
(Dunn and Garrett 1997) of the Nashville, that the bill and legs were both pale (un-
like the Nashville), that the experienced observer was unlikely to misidentify the bird
to genus, and that the description of the eye ring, vellow throat, and partial collar
eliminated MacGillivray’s (O. tolmiei).

SCARLET TANAGER Piranga olivacea. One reported from San Clemente .,
LA, 9 Nov 2005 (2005-216) was generally thought to have been correctly identified
and received support from about half the committee but was ultimately not accepted
primarily because of concern over confusion with the Summer Tanager (P. rubra).

SNOW BUNTING Plectrophenax nivalis. One described from Tilden Park, CC,
28 Nov 2002 (2004-115) received strong support from the committee and circulated
four rounds before a final decision. The bird was observed feeding along a trail and
perched up on a wire fence when startled; its white body plumage, tawny head, and
orangish bill were described. The two detractors in the final round were concerned
that the relatively brief description did not eliminate a leucistic White-crowned Sparrow
(Zonotrichia leucophrys) and that the perching on a fence is less likely in the Snow
Bunting than in sparrows such as the White-crowned.

BLACK ROSY-FINCH Leucosticte atrata. One reported at Montgomery Cr.
Ranch, near Benton, MNO, 10-24 Feb 2001 (2001-057A) had previously been
accepted by the CBRC for 16 Feb only (Cole and McCaskie 2004). The committee
reviewed documentation from 24 Feb 2001 that would have extended the date span
but ultimately did not accept the extension, primarily because of the distant views and
inconsistencies between the descriptions from 16 February and 24 February (especially
in bill color). The committee thus endorses the record from 16 Feb 2001 only.

BROWN-CAPPED ROSY-FINCH Leucosticte australis. A first-spring female
rosy-finch at Aspendell, INY, 17 Apr-14 May 2005 (2005-049) was closely studied
and photographed by many observers (Figure 13). We received excellent documenta-
tion that tentatively identified it as this species, which would be new for California.
The bird stood out from surrounding Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches (L. tephrocotis) as
duller, with reduced gray on the crown. The extent of gray on the crown appeared to
vary with the lighting and arrangement of the feathers, however, and some photos
show fairly extensive gray. The committee agreed that the gray was simply too ex-
tensive for a Brown-capped. The lack of black in the vanes of the crown feathers also
eliminates the Brown-capped (R. E. Johnson in litt.); the Gray-crowned typically has
crown feathers that are gray from edge to edge, while the Brown-capped has blackish
centers with gray fringes. In addition, by virtue of the narrow, tapered primary coverts
with narrow, worn fringes the bird was in its first spring. The very limited pink of
the belly, wings, and rump imply it was a female. In the Brown-capped Rosy-Finch,
first-spring females should show little or no gray on the crown; the adult male is the
age and sex class likely to show the most extensive gray in the crown. In the Gray-
crowned, the first-spring female should be the dullest plumage with the least gray in
the crown, corresponding with the bird at Aspendell. Some committee members with
extensive experience with the Gray-crowned in California believed that this bird was
still outside the range of normal variation and perhaps an aberrant individual. This
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Figure 13. This rosy-finch at Aspendell, Inyo County, 29 April 2005 was reported
as a Brown-capped (Leucosticte australis). Although the very limited gray on the
crown suggests that species, the committee concluded it was a one-year-old female
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch (L. tephrocotis) with minimal gray on the head. The
Brown-capped has crown feathers that are blackish centrally and gray on the edges
and a bigger bill.

Photo by Larry Sansone

record was instructive for the committee, since previous assessments of rosy-finches
have focused on distinguishing the Black from the Gray-crowned. Most committee
members commented that they thought it extremely unlikely for a Brown-capped to
reach California, since that species has not yet been known to stray more than 100
miles from its limited breeding range (C. L. Wood pers comm.). Richard E. Johnson
pointed out that the bill size may be useful also in eliminating Brown-capped. This
fairly small-billed bird did not match the rather large-billed Brown-capped Rosy-Finch
and instead matches well the subspecies of the Gray-crowned endemic to the Sierra
Nevada, L. t. dawsoni.

RECORDS NOT ACCEPTED, IDENTIFICATION ACCEPTED BUT
NATURAL OCCURRENCE QUESTIONABLE

BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK Dendrocygna autumnalis. One in the
Imperial Valley, IMP, 28 Jul 2004 (2006-015) was apparently tame and considered
not a wild bird.

BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis. One at the San Joaquin R. N.W.R., STA,
16-18 Jan 2005 (DMT; JM; 2005-025) was unbanded and associating with a flock of
Aleutian Cackling Geese (B. hutchinsii leucopareia). While this species is migratory
and could conceivably occur well out of range, it is also kept frequently in captivity.
Most committee members do not believe the Barnacle Goose is likely to make it to
California without assistance.
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HARRIS’'S HAWK Parabuteo unicinctus. One at the Carrizo Plain Natural Area,
SLO, 18 Feb 1999 (KSt; 2004-057) points out the difficulty in assessing records of
this species. This record predated several occurrences at locations farther southeast;
San Luis Obispo County is not where most would think a vagrant Harris’s Hawk likely.
While some on the CBRC opined that this record could represent a natural vagrant,
the majority believed it was premature to consider it as such.

COMMON CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs. The committee unanimously endorsed
the identification of a male at Rolling Hills Estates on the Palos Verdes Peninsula,
LA, 22 Jan—6 Feb 2005 (RHart; 2006-017), and all members save one questioned
the natural occurrence. The subspecies was not determined with certainty but was
consistent with the widespread nominate subspecies that ranges from w Europe to
Siberia.

The Common Chaffinch breeds throughout Eurasia south to the Mediterranean
region, Iran, and w Siberia east to the Angara R.; northern and eastern populations
are migratory (AOU 1998, ABA 2002). lt is largely unknown east of there, although
at least one presumed vagrant has reached Beidahe, China (A. Jaramillo in comments).
It is an annual vagrant to Iceland in varying numbers (Cramp and Perrins 1994) and
has reached Greenland at least twice in May and September (F. c. coelebs; Boert-
mann 1994). A 21 May 1994 record from Newfoundland has been widely accepted
(DeBenedictis 1996, ABA 2002, AOU 1998), as it coincided with a significant flight
of Eurasian species (Field Notes 48:271). Other records from Newfoundland (25 Feb
1967; Godfrey 1986), Nova Scotia (two in November; Am. Birds 43:281, Halliwell
2000), Maine (three, in April, May, and September; L. R. Bevier, L. R. Brinker pers.
comm.), New Hampshire (7 May 1989; Am. Birds 43:451-452), Massachusetts (three
reports; late March—early April), New Jersey, and Quebec (November; N. Am. Birds
55:25) are considered to possibly involve natural vagrants; local authorities have ac-
cepted the species for Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Maine, and Massachusetts (e.g.,
Rines 2000). More westerly records from Ohio, Indiana, Louisiana, and Wyoming
(AOU 1998) are considered to involve escaped cagebirds. The chaffinch’s prevalence
in captivity is not well-known, but clearly it is widespread. Dinsmore and Silcock (2004)
detailed suspicions of a large-scale release of Eurasian passerines in the Chicago area
in 2002, including Common Chaffinches as well as at least four other finches.

The California bird showed good plumage (although the tail was incompletely
grown) but was in metropolitan Los Angeles. Most of the committee believed that
the pattern of vagrancy gave no support to the idea of a wild origin. The one dis-
senter pointed out the record from Beidahe and hoped for more information on the
species in captivity.

MISCELLANEOUS

Grinnell and Miller (1944) cited a specimen of the Hudsonian Godwit
(Limosa haemastica) allegedly taken in California (Sibson 1943), then in
the Christchurch Museum, New Zealand. With the help of Kimball L. Garrett
and Paul Scofield, curator of vertebrate zoology at the Canterbury Museum
in Christchurch, the mystery surrounding the specimen has been clarified.
Scofield traced the specimen as most likely being part of the Seebohm col-
lection, which was accessioned into the British Museum over a century ago.
Given the make-up of that collection, this Hudsonian Godwit was almost
certainly not collected in California; it was exchanged by the British Museum
to the Canterbury Museum in 1903. Two other specimens of the Hudsonian
Godwit from the Seebohm collection (still at the British Museum) were also
labeled as being taken in California (Fleming 1921).
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The CBRC has received no documentation for the following reports
published in North American Birds: an Emperor Goose at the Eel R. W.
A., HUM, 22 Feb 2005 (N. Am. Birds 59:319), and two at unnamed lo-
cations in n. California in Sep 2005 (N. Am. Birds 60:134); single Manx
Shearwaters on Monterey Bay, MTY, 3 Apr 2005, 15 May 2005 (N. Am.
Birds 59:489), and 23 Sep 2005 (N. Am. Birds 60:134); a Brown Booby
on Southeast Farallon 1. 22 Feb 2005 (N. Am. Birds 59:318); single Com-
mon Black-Hawks at Kirby Cove, MRN, 31 Mar 2005, Forestville, SON,
16 Apr 2005, and Arcata, HUM, 19 Apr 2005 (N. Am. Birds 59:490); a
Crested Caracara at the Eel R. delta, HUM, Sep 2004-Jan 2005 (N. Am.
Birds 59:319-320) and another at Rodeo Lagoon, MRN, 7 May 2005
(N. Am. Birds 59:490); single American Golden-Plovers at Cock Robin
[., HUM, 15-16 Oct 2005 and the Eel R. mouth, HUM, 2 Nov 2005 (N.
Am. Birds 60:135); an Iceland Gull in Yolo County 20 Jan 2005 (N. Am.
Birds 59:320) and another in Humboldt County 28 Dec 2005 (N. Am.
Birds 60:281); a Long-billed Murrelet off the coast of Humboldt County
26 Aug 2005 (N. Am. Birds 60:136); a Dusky-capped Flycatcher at Half
Moon Bay, SM, 28 Dec 2005 (N. Am. Birds 60:281); a Blue-headed Vireo
on Southeast Farallon I., SF, 20-21 Sep 2005 (N. Am. Birds 60:136); two
Mourning Warblers on Southeast Farallon 1., SF, 26 Sep 2005 (N. Am.
Birds 60:137), and single Snow Buntings at Centerville Beach and Redwood
Cr. mouth, HUM, 31 Jan 2005 (N. Am. Birds 59:322). Therefore these
reports should be treated as unsubstantiated until the committee receives
and reviews documentation.
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Jeremy Trimble, listed under “Acknowledgments” and “Contributors,” should be
changed to Jeremiah Trimble; under “Contributors” David A. Compton should be
listed as David M. Compton and Jeff Polken should be changed to Jeff Poklen. The
Scarlet Tanager at El Capitan, SBA, 22-25 Oct 1999 was found by Joan E. Lentz
but her initials were inadvertently omitted; also change the initials DAC to DMC. The
initials DC should be replaced with DMC for the following records: the Goleta, SBA,
Yellow-green Vireo (2004-161); the Goleta, SBA, Sedge Wren (2004-162); and the
Santa Barbara, SBA, Connecticut Warbler (2004-169). Note also that the Grace’s
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Ricard, David C. Rice, Raul Roa, Don Roberson, Geoffrey L. Rogers, Michael M.
Rogers, Michael Rogner, Kerry Ross, Phillip Roullard, Josee Rousseau, Steve Rovell,
Matt Sadowski, Ben L. Saenz, Mike San Miguel (MSanM), Michael J. San Miguel Jr.
(MJSanM), Larry Sansone, Brad K. Schram, Kathy Sharum, Debra L. Shearwater
(DLSh), Daniel S. Singer, Brenda D. Smith-Patten, Gregory P. Smith, Susan E. Smith,
Steve Sosensky, Rich Stallcup, Trent R. Stanley, Thomas Staudt, Robert Steele (RSt),
Susan Steele (SSt), John C. Sterling, Mary Beth Stowe, Vi Strain, Sam W. Stuart,
David L. Suddjian, Monte M. Taylor, Linda S. Terrill, Ryan S. Terrill, Scott B. Terrill,
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